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Value-added dairy



“Minimally processed" means 

only the washing, cleaning, 

trimming, peeling, slicing, 

drying, sorting, refrigerating, 

freezing and packaging of food 

items or a combination of 

those activities. 



Where can 

schools buy local 

ingredients?

Farmer

Cooperative

Food hub

Local food processor

Food distributor



Farmer or Farm Cooperative
How to find your farmer:

DOE Child Nutrition’s 

Farm and Sea to School 

Coordinator

Get Real Maine 

directory

Harvest of the Month 

map of producers

Visit your farmers’ 

market

Local Harvest website
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When visiting a farm…
Things to remember when visiting a farm:

Call ahead

Respect the boundaries: farms are often 

businesses and homes

Park in designated areas

Dress prepared

Pick only what you are invited to

Mind your feet 8



Food Hub
 According to the USDA’s Regional 

Food Hub Resource Guide, a food 

hub is a “business or organization 

that actively manages the 

aggregation, distribution, and 

marketing of course-identified 

food products primarily from local 

and regional producers to 

strengthen their ability to satisfy 

wholesale, retail, and institutional 

demand.”
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Maine 

Distributors

Make sure that all items 

are from Maine – no 

exceptions, and no 

substitutions!
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Local Foods Training



How to file a claim
1. Download claim form from 

our website: 

https://www.maine.gov/d

oe/schools/nutrition/prog

rams/localfoods/producef

und

2. E-mail Robin completed 

claim form + receipts 

showing local purchases

3. Requests will be 

processed in the same 

timeframe as the monthly 

claim form; the 8th of 

each month



The Maine Harvest of the Month (HOM) is a campaign that helps to promote 

the use of seasonally available, local products in schools, institutions, and 

communities. The program, which highlights a different Maine product each 

month, aims to provide students with local and healthy produce, while 

supporting Maine’s farmers and producers.

Harvest of the Month



HOM Program Objectives
 Serve more local Maine products in schools, childcare sites, and summer sites

 Expose children to new and healthy foods

 Educate children on seasonality and where their food comes from 

 Support local producers & Maine’s economy

 Improve meal participation by offering fresh and delicious food



HOM Pledge—expectations

 Pledge online

 Serve the local HOM product 

at least 2x per month 

(local = Maine grown or 

caught)

 Display promotional HOM 

materials provided by DOE

 Send us photos and stories!



New HOM Material!





Robin Kerber
Farm & Sea to School Coordinator

592-0820

Robin.Kerber@maine.gov


